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Trees Mean Life

PEDEC Global Education (ESDGC) Workshop 2006-7

The KS2 Trees Mean Life day was delivered to 20 Powys Primary schools,

aiming to raise awareness of the GLOBAL interdependence between people and trees.

The project was in partnership with Forest School Mid Wales (Awyr Agored) and combined classroom learning with practical Forest School sessions out in the woods. A grant of £5,000 from the Forest Education Initiative Partnership Fund was matched by PEDEC funding.

3 lucky schools - Presteigne, Rhayader and Hay-on-Wye-  had the full package, which consisted of a classroom day and 5 Forest school sessions.

Further funding from Countryside Council for Wales in spring 2007 enabled us to continue the project into 2007-8, delivering 5 Forest school sessions to Gladestry primary school, 5 further sessions to Rhayader school to enable them to further embed Forest School into their curriculum and a pilot of 4 sessions to members of Presteigne Youth Club.


NOTES, ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES

 for TREES MEAN LIFE DAY

Emphasis is on Global Sharing of the Earth’s resources:

What being a Global Citizen is all about and how Global Citizens are citizens who don’t waste resources and try and live sustainably.

                      Children are shown a box containing symbols 

of the 4 Trees Mean Life  themes for the day:

1. Interconnectedness:      We need trees, trees need us           

                                  We are all interlinked globally

                                  Caring for Each Other

2. Looking after the Earth: The importance of trees: 

                                              as the lungs of the earth 

                                             in helping to limit Climate Change 

                                             in preventing soil erosion.

                                                  Caring for Nature

3. Global Fairness:            How children all over the world depend on trees

                                          How our lives are linked with theirs 

                                          How the life choices we make (using resources 

                                          wisely, wasting less) can help them 

                                            Fair Trade: Education and Healthcare for all

4. Celebrating Diversity :  Biodiversity, both in the UK and in the rainforest                                               

                                               The wealth of life sustained in and by trees

                                               The multitudinous uses of wood

                Content and resources used in the four sections are often overlapping- the box idea is just an attempt to anchor the huge field of ESDGC down to a few memorable symbols. It is suggested that children could produce their own version of a Trees Mean Life box (either individually, in groups or as a class activity).

1.Interconnectedness

Thinking trees - Circle game with inflatable globe - give your name and the name of a tree (from anywhere in the world) which begins with the same letter 

or name something we use which comes from trees

Trees artefacts to look at in groups - 

What is it?   What has it to do with trees? How does it help us?

We also ran this as a circle game:

· Seat children in a circle

· Give each child a tree-related artefact - we used a collection of items sourced from trees, some from this country and some from abroad

· Put on some global music as a background to the activity

· Ask children to look at what they are holding and consider three questions:

         1) What is it? 2) What has it to do with trees? 3)How does it help us?

· At a given signal (eg. rhythm played on a drum) pass the artefact on to your neighbour and look at the next one

When everyone has handled each item, invite children to give the answers for whatever they are holding.

Photo activity - Headings on display of things we need for life to survive: 

FOOD, WATER, HOMES, CLEAN AIR, FUEL……

- in groups discuss a set of pictures and make links between the pictures and the headings. Class discussion on the results.

2.Looking after the Earth

Cherry Tree story - dramatise in parts using children and hats to show how roots, trunk, leaves, fruit and stone all have a vital part to play and are all equally important. 

(See Resources Appendix 1. for card content)

How a tree works - role play the parts of the tree and their respective jobs.

This activity can be found in the Joseph Cornell book “ Sharing Nature with Children”.

Suggested Follow-up for this section:

Video of a valley in India to show what happens when the trees are lost and how long it takes to restore the damage. 

(“Forests and Futures” - from “Thengapalli” resources pack, Hampshire DEC).

3. Global Fairness/Fair Trade

A look at the lives of children in other parts of the world to see how they depend upon trees and to see how actions we take at home can affect their lives.

Global fairness - not using more than our fair share of earth’s resources -

learning to live more sustainably is important in creating a fairer world. 

Guiomar from Brazil      -   Living more Sustainably

                                       Role play about Guiomar

                                      (see Resources (2) in Appendix )

                                      Superstore song about the Yanomami Indians and how they live                                                                            

                                      closely in harmony with the forest

                                      (See Resources (5) in Appendix)

                                      Forest Stewardship Council - choosing FSC timber

Esimba from  Congo       -   Treading lightly on the earth.

                                       Role play about Esimba

                                       Hunting signs from the forest (and from BSL )

                                       (see Resources (3) in Appendix)

Enoch from Ghana       -    Choosing Fair Trade

                                       Role play about Enoch

                                       Song from Ghana

                                        (see Resources (4) in Appendix)

Suggested Follow-up for this section:

Papapaa DVD pack (Comic Relief) - Enoch and Kuapa Kokoo

Survival International pack “We The World”: More info on Guiomar and Esimba

Let Your Voice Be Heard (American - available from

www. knockonwood.co.uk) – songs and games with clapping/percussion rhythms from Ghana and Zimbabwe. Book with teaching CD, some suitable for KS1 and 2, especially Sansa Kroma and Kye Kye Kule

Fair Trade in a Box :collection of small fairly traded craft items from around the globe, each with associated info and background on how the producers have benefited from being part of a fair trade scheme.

Available on loan from PEDEC, comes together with a laminated world map and ideas for activities.

Fair Trade rapping :make up your own! Try “For a Few Pesos More” - animated DVD with rapping for inspiration. (PEDEC library)

4. Celebrating Diversity

Celebrating BIOdiversity -  at home and in the Amazon rainforest.

Groupwork activities:

Leaf identification; Twig identification (excellent ID aids downloadable from 

“Nature Detectives” section of Woodland Trust website); 

Timber offcuts to match up with Tree info cards.

Search for creatures and plants in the rainforest - 

poster used  from the WWF “Focus on Rainforests” pack 

Match up the Tropical trees (and things that come from them) with their countries of origin and find them on the World map.

Session ends with a game with the giant globe – catch the globe and say something you have learnt about being a global citizen/our interdependence with people from other countries/our interdependence with trees.

Attention was drawn to the following websites and the teaching resources they provide.

www.foresteducation.org    www.woodland-trust.org.uk 

www.christianaid.org.uk/le@rnzone      www.oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet 

FOREST SCHOOL SESSIONS

The outdoor sessions were held as follows:

Presteigne  (Autumn 2006) - Silia Wood, a (VERY STEEP) site owned by the Woodland Trust which has not previously been used for Forest School

Rhayader  (Summer 2007) -4 sessions in the woodland adjoining and belonging to the school, final session at Cefn Wood, courtesy of Annie Thompson

Hay- on -Wye ( Summer 2007)- Woodland owned by the Warren Trust

Gladestry (Autumn 2007) - Llanhaylow Wood - ancient woodland owned by the Woodland Trust.

The practical days, led by Forest School leaders Rhian Hill and myself. were a great success. The children learnt a lot about the woodland and were gainfully occupied making string from moss, miniature hurdles from hazel, beads from elder, mallets from ash, and a host of other things. 

We found the sessions exhausting but were very pleased and encouraged by how it all went.

It was very noticeable when we delivered the classroom days in the schools that the children who had been out in the woods with us were far more engaged and enthusiastic about trees than the rest of the class.

We also did a follow up day in Presteigne with the Forest school group and helped them put together an all singing/dancing assembly for the rest of the school. 

Jenny Ogden June 2008

RESOURCES APPENDIX

(1-4 are resources purpose written for use in PEDEC workshop) 

1.CHERRY TREE ROLE PLAY 

The following role play works well with KS2, to stimulate discussion about which part of a tree is most important. 

Children are given hats to wear which represent the different parts of a cherry tree. (green for leaves, red for cherry etc - as simple or elaborate as you like!)

Copy the parts and mount them on card. Able readers can be given the parts to read themselves, or an adult can “feed” them the words by crouching behind them and whispering.

The “actors” are told to sound as grumpy as possible and the audience is told that there is a heated argument going on which we are going to eavesdrop on.

After listening to each part in turn, invite opinions on who is the most important. Usually someone will volunteer the opinion that are are ALL as important as one another as they are all interdependent and have a vital role to play. The flower could also be included, or ask children which vital stage is missing.

Cards for Cherry Tree Role Play

ROOTS

We’re FED UP!. We roots do all the work around here and noone thanks us for it. We suck up water for the rest of this idle lot. We hold them all up, they all lean on us. And all the time we’re stuck here under the ground. We never see the sunshine or the moon and stars at night. We never feel the fresh air. We’re just cooped up in the dark our whole lifetime. We do ALL the work. It’s NOT FAIR!

TRUNK

Huh! You think YOU have a hard time! What about me? I work MUCH harder than anyone else. It’s no picnic being a trunk I can tell you. When the winds and gales come I have to stand firm or EVERYONE’s dead. I never get a break - it’s draw the water up from the roots all day , every day , week after week, month after month……Sometimes animals come and gnaw at my bark and I just have to put up with being nibbled - just imagine how THAT feels. How come those flighty leaves there can just jiggle about in the sunshine?

LEAVES

Jiggle about indeed! If it wasn’t for us you’d be in a sorry state. We’re the ones who make the food, remember? Noone appreciates us, we never get a word of thanks. Noone even remembers our birthdays. We soak up the sunshine and work our socks off turning it into food for all of you. 

The sun scorches us up, the rain and winds beat down on us, animals come and eat us alive and none of you worry………….

You don’t deserve us. If only we had a life of luxury like that fat fruit - it’s alright for some!

FRUIT

(The fruit bounces up and down angrily at this.)

What a load of rubbish you talk! I don’t notice any of you giving yourselves up to be eaten! 

Birds peck at us with their beaks like needles and people don’t stop there - they even boil us up and make us into pies and jam. 

We have a happy time when we’re frothy young flowers and everyone admires us I grant you, but we pay for it in the end. If you really want to know who has a cushy time, ask the stones inside us. 

They lie tucked up inside us fast asleep while we work at getting ripe and juicy. When we are eaten they escape that too and just sink back into the earth and carry on sleeping.

What a life!

STONE

Shhhhh… (whispered the stone)

Stop arguing will you - I never heard anything like it, it’s giving me a splitting headache. One day my head will crack open at this rate. It always happens to us seeds, we’ve definitely got the hardest job of all. If it wasn’t for my family none of you would even be here…….

2. GLOBAL FAIRNESS STORIES - GUIOMAR

Guiomar’s Story

(pictures used from Survival “We the World” pack)

My name is Guiomar and  I am 9 years old.

I live in the rainforest in Brazil.

Guiomar  belongs to the Yanomami tribe and live in a village on the banks of a river near a mountain in the Amazon rainforest in Brazil in South America.

Guiomar’s village is called Watoriki which means “Place of the windy mountain”. 

Brazil is an ENORMOUS country, bigger than the whole of the United States of America. 

The Amazon rainforest stretches over 8 countries and covers 2 million square miles.

The river Amazon is a GIGANTIC river, nearly 4,000 miles long, the second longest river in the world.

It is usually between one and six miles wide and where it empties into the ocean the estuary is ONE HUNDRED MILES WIDE!

It probably contains about ONE QUARTER of the fresh water on the planet.

Everything we need to live comes from the rainforest - our homes, tools, weapons for hunting, food, clothes, medicines, all come from the trees. We never waste anything.

Everyone in the village lives together in a YANO (show picture).

Superstore song - (look at the words).

(The Yanomami men go hunting and fishing in the forest. 

(Birds, monkeys, wild pigs, tapir, armadillos, manatee, peccary, caiman, insects, caterpillars, spiders, frogs …….)

All their food is shared out so that noone goes hungry. 

Their hunting arrows are tipped with poison which comes from a tree. When they are ill they know which plants from the forest will make them better. 

A quarter of the medicines we buy here have something in them which comes from the rainforest. (Rosy periwinkle - helps treat leukaemia, quinine to treat malaria….)

Huge areas of the rainforest are being chopped down every year. Sometimes people in other countries want the wood for making paper or building. Sometimes people are looking for gold in the ground.

Some trees take 1,000 years to grow. 

Without the trees we could not live the way we do.

How can we help the Yanomami to survive?

Show FSC symbol  / Ways we can be less wasteful with paper.

3. GLOBAL FAIRNESS STORIES - ESIMBA

Esimba’s Story

(pictures of Esimba, his home and hunting signs from Survival “We the World” pack)

My name is Esimba and I am 10 years old.

I live in the rainforest in Congo in Africa.

Esimba lives in the rainforest near the equator, so it is VERY hot.

He is a Ba-aka pygmy and his people have lived in the rainforest for thousands of years.

Esimba’s mum made their home using saplings, (flexible young trees).

(Show picture)

Each one is bent into the shape of an arch before being tied together to make a dome. Large overlapping leaves are tied to the outside to make it waterproof.  Esimba sleeps inside on a mat but otherwise spends nearly all his time outdoors in the forest.

The men in our camp go away on hunting trips into the forest.  

Every few months the whole village moves to another part of the forest where there is more to hunt and more plants to gather. This way of living means that the Ba-aka never take too much from one part of the forest.

Big logging companies have claimed 90% of the rainforest where Esimba lives. The loggers build roads into the forest and the birds and animals move to quieter parts of the forest.

But there are not many quiet parts left.

I make bows and arrows with my friends and practise for when  I am grown up and can go out hunting with the men. 

When they are hunting in the forest the men move very quietly and use hand signals to communicate.

Who else uses handsigns?

Learn some hand signs.

ebobo (ee-bah-boh)           = Gorilla

embongo (em- bong-oh)    =  Leopard

boi (boy)                           =  Honey

bemba (bem-bah)              = A type of small antelope which lives in 

                                            thick forest

swii (shwee)                      = Fish

njoku (en-jah-koo)             =  Elephant

mongulu (mon-goo-loo)      =  A Ba-aka house, made with saplings,  

                                             lianas and large leaves.

4. GLOBAL FAIRNESS STORIES - ENOCH

Enoch’s Story 

(picture of Enoch was used from Comic relief PaaPaaPaa pack)

My name is Enoch and I am 10 years old.

I live in Ghana in West Africa.

Ghana is directly south from the UK, which means it is the same time there as it is here, but it is much hotter!

My family grow cocoa beans. It is a lot of hard work in the hot sun. We work barefoot and there are often insects and snakes among the trees. 

West Africa is the top cocoa growing area in the world - there are 11 million cocoa farmers there.  Most of them are very poor and work very long hours for very little pay. Often they have to walk miles in the heat every day to collect water and they cannot afford to send their children to school or visit the doctor if they are ill. 

The cocoa beans are sent to Britain to make chocolate but most children here have never tasted it.

Two years ago we joined a Fair Trade cooperative, which means we get more money for the cocoa beans we grow. 

Now we have a water pump in our village and my mum and dad can pay for me to go to school. 

Kuapa Kokoo  is a cooperative, which means everyone works together and the money made is shared out fairly amongst the farmers. 

Farmers are taught about organic farming, which means they don’t use pesticides on their cocoa trees and this is better for their health. 

With the extra money they earn they can afford medicines and healthcare when they are ill. 

Since they joined up to Fair Trade life is better for them and they are happier.

5. SUPERSTORE SONG words

The trees have power

We worship them

With their strength we grow

We live because they give us life

Yanomamo

We take our food from where it grows:

Wild honey, wild rice and avocados,

Brazil nuts, paw-paws, passion fruits,

Potatoes and cassava roots,

Vanilla, peppers, manioc, and the syrupy mangoes.

We take from the forest all the game we wish;

With bows and arrows hunt for fish.

A casserole of manatee,

A delicious joint of peccary,

A caiman chop or a turtle egg make a satisfying dish.

The forest gives fuel for the fires we light,

To keep us safe in the dead of night.

The jawbones of piranhas

Are the knives for our bananas,

And we use the trees for medicine,

And for weapons when we fight.

The food of the gods is the food we know.

We take it from the trees where the red pods grow.

We add some aromatic spice,

And we stir the mixture gently twice,

And when we’ve brought it to the boil, 

We’ve a cup of hot cocoa!

(From “Yanomamo” by Peter Rose and Anne Conlon

A musical about the Amazon Rainforest published by Josef Weinberger in association with WWF  ISBN M-570-05569-2

Vocal score and tape available from: The Music Room : www.musicroom.com )
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