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Global Gang heads for Cool Planet

(the name came from the titles of the Christian Aid and OXFAM 

education websites at the time)

Notes, activities and resources from PEDEC Global Education Workshop day run in 24 Powys Primary Schools 2005-6 

Funding was obtained from Welsh Assembly Government, 

OXFAM, Christian aid and UNICEF

The day provided thought provoking activities aimed to raise awareness of and promote Global Citizenship and Sustainable Living.

Emphasis throughout was on Global Sharing of the Earth’s resources: 

What being a Global Citizen is all about and how Global Citizens are citizens who don’t waste resources and try and live sustainably.

Children were shown a display Global Education-in-a-Box containing symbols of the 4 themes for the day 

(ADD PIC OF BOX)

and were also issued with an individual Global Passport.

Captions for the 4 sections of the box and passports were: 

1. Cooperation :             We Can Make a Difference

                              We are all interlinked

                              Caring for Each Other                              

2. Looking after 

     the Earth:                   Climate Change – behaving in a less polluting way

                                   Using natural resources wisely

                                              Wasting less, reusing and recycling more 

                                             Caring for Nature

3. Global Fairness:          Fair Trade

                                          Education and Healthcare for all

4. Celebrating Diversity :  Songs, Games, Stories, Dances, Artefacts

The workshop day was split into 4 sessions, each of which corresponded to a section in the box and Global Passport. Activities in each section were linked to the relevant Millenium Development Goals.

As a follow–up to the workshop, children were asked to complete their passports, adding their own symbol to represent the theme and describing an action they personally were going to take to reinforce it. 

They were also asked to produce their own version of the 

Global Education-in-a-Box, either individually, in groups or as a class.


The following information outlines the activities of the workshop day and suggests ideas for follow-up, together with availability details of specific teaching resources relevant. Hopefully this will be helpful in terms of curriculum planning.

Please note that many resources mentioned are available on free termly loan to schools in Powys through the PEDEC resources loans library scheme.

1.Cooperation

MDG 8: We need to work together to make the world a better place

“When spiders webs unite they can tie up a lion.” (Ethiopian proverb)

Global circle game using large inflatable globe to set children thinking about the links between their lives and those of children in other countries

i.e. we are all Global Citizens.

(27 inch diameter globe £21.95 available from:

www.globeworld.co.uk Tel: 0845 8674196)

· Form a circle, leader has the globe -

· Ask children to put up their hand if they can answer the question 

· Questions focus on Links e.g 

       “Name something you’ve eaten today which came from another country”;

        “Name a sportsperson/musician/ from another country?”.  

         Other ideas - name of a country you’ve visited; Say something in another  

         language; Name an item of your clothing and give its country of origin (be  

         prepared for striptease……)

· Globe is thrown across the circle to them so they hold it while they answer and then throw it back to the leader

Extension Global circle game to focus on targets and Millennium Development Goals:

· Place a large box of centre of circle

· Ask what is a goal/target?

· See if the children can score a goal by getting the globe to land in the box

       If they succeed ask question “If you had one wish, what one thing would  

       you change about the world?”

· Introduce Millennium Development Goals (large poster set available from OXFAM - have these put up ready in sight of the circle) and background info – when and where they were set

· Continue goal-scoring and relate each goal scored to MDG’s 1-8

· Then see if children can recall the eight goals

In the workshop we followed this with the following group activity involving matching a set of images(taken from a variety of photo packs) with captions for the 8 MDG’s.

The Millennium Development Goals

By 2015, the governments of the world have promised to….

1. Reduce poverty

2. Educate every child

3. Provide equal chances for girls and women

4. Reduce the number of babies and children who die

5. Ensure safe and healthy motherhood

6. Fight infectious diseases

7. Clean up the environment

8. Share responsibility for making the world a better place

PHOTO SET used to generate discussion on the goals.

1.  Child drinking from a well, Kambia, Sierra Leone

     (Reflections of Africa and Britain – Action Aid)

2.  Girls collecting water in Tanzania and Niger 

     (UNICEF-Clean Water a Right for All))  

3.  Polluted tributary of River Mersey Widnes and oiled

guillemot

      (UNICEF-Clean Water a Right for All))  

All over Africa women and children (usually girls) have to walk many kms to collect their daily water supplies. A village well which provides safe, clean water can transform their lives. 

Often it means that girls are then able to attend school. Many people in Africa, particularly children, fall ill and can die of diseases carried in water, such as diarrhoea. Parasites like roundworm are also picked up from dirty water supplies.

In the UK we have clean water supplies but we need to safeguard them from pollution. Chemicals used in farming and in factories run off into streams or seep down through the soil to pollute underground water.

4. Dried up reservoir UK

5. View of flooded road and fields by the River Severn

6. Remains of a trailer park damaged by Hurricane Andrew 1992

(BBC Weather Resource pack)

7. Huge logs cut from the forest in Benin, West Africa, for transport to the UK

           (Benin – an African Kingdom  WWF/Channel 4)

      We need to be careful in our use of the earth’s resources.

Wasting energy, burning fossil fuels, chopping down forests and using our cars all contribute to the greenhouse effect which is changing the climate of the earth and causing natural disasters such as hurricanes and floods.

We need to make more use of environmentally friendly forms of energy such as solar, wind and wave power.

8. Two alternative forms of energy being used in India, where the 

hot climate makes them particularly effective

         ( India- Children’s Needs Children’s Rights – UNICEF)

     9. A solar drier for fruit and vegetables, Kampala, Uganda

(Reflections of Africa and Britain – Action Aid)

Solar panels capture and convert the energy of the sun into heat and electrical energy. This can be used to heat homes, heat water, dry farm produce and distill water.

The methane gas generator converts animal, human and crop waste into a gas which can be used for cooking, heating, lighting or operating small machines. It is particularly efficient because once the methane gas has been produced the remaining nutrient-laden material is returned to the land as a rich fertiliser.

The solar drier is used for sun-drying of fresh fruit and vegetables, such as tomatoes, mushrooms, pineapple and banana.

This solves the problem of farmers in hot countries whose produce can go rotten before they can get it to market.

      10. Girl practising writing in a primary school in Bolivia.

          (UNICEF photoset)

There are 103 million children not in school. Most of these are in developing countries and 57% of them are girls.

Education is vital for combating poverty and disease. It creates more opportunities for people and gives them a stronger voice in society.

Millennium goal 2 is to ensure that by 2015 children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of primary schooling.

      11. Child being vaccinated at a clinic in Ethiopia

            (Reflections of Africa and Britain – Action Aid)

Millions of children’s lives can be saved by vaccinating them to protect them from killer diseases such as diphtheria, measles, polio, tetanus, T.B. and whooping cough. They can also, for a few pence, be given vitamin A drops to prevent blindness. In many countries the people do not have any health care unless they can afford to pay for it.

      12. Some of the foods from which a family in Benin,

            West Africa would make their meals.

           (Benin – an African Kingdom  WWF/Channel 4)

13. Helping to milk the family cow

14. Using rocks to terrace a hillside

          (What’s for lunch? (Ethiopia) Christian Aid)

At least a quarter of the world’s population lives in severe poverty and cannot afford to feed and clothe themselves.

600 million children in the world live on less than 66p a day.

5 million children die every year of starvation.

Eating nutritious food is one of the most important ways to keep healthy and avoid disease.

15. Tree nursery, Chereponi, Ghana

 (Reflections of Africa and Britain – Action Aid)

This tree nursery plants trees to replace those which are cut down for firewood and building. It is important to replace trees, as land which has been cleared of trees can be damaged when wind and rainwater sweep away the fertile topsoil.

Trees are the lungs of the world – we would not be able to live on the earth without them!

The activity was followed by a discussion :

Do some photos fit with more than one MDG?  

Can you link one of the images to ALL the MDG’s? (a very good exercise for joined-up thinking)

We included some images relating to floods, drought, hurricanes, with the idea of drawing out the links between our lifestyles and Climate Change.

Suggested Follow-up for this section: 

Watch Rich World/ Poor World section of Planet.com from

Sustainable Development: Environment DVD (Channel4) -available from Channel4 or OXFAM catalogue.

This KS2/3 DVD set gives environmental case studies from this country and around the world to demonstrate that our lives as global citizens are all interlinked.  

There is a strong emphasis on action and the positive message that there are ways that we as individuals can make a difference. 

2. Looking after the Earth

MDG 7 : Clean up the Environment

Globingo: easy-to-make-at-home game needing:

· 6 cards 10cm x 30cm- made from an old cardboard box to reinforce recycling message. Divide each card into 4 boxes and number them:

(card 1:1,10,7,4  card 2:5,12, 2,8  card 3:9,6,1,12 card 4:8,6,11,2       card 5:3,11,9,5 card 6:7,3,10,4 )

· 12 pebbles in a bag. Number the pebbles 1-12

· 24 small pebbles, fircones, whatever, to use as counters

1. Give each group of 4-6 children a card, 4 counters and a list of the 12 ways to make a difference and help reduce global warming (see list below)

2. Invite a child to draw a numbered pebble from the bag and read off the corresponding number from their list

3. Whoever has the number on their card covers it with a counter

4. First group to cover all 4 numbers shouts GLOBINGO (or alternative of your choice) and is the winner

12 WAYS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

AND HELP STOP GLOBAL WARMING

1. Switch off lights when you leave a room

2. Cook with lids on pans 

3. Run your washing machine at 40C

4. Turn down your heating 

5. Turn your TV, stereo or DVD OFF after use. 

6. Shop locally and buy ORGANIC if you can

7. Use energy efficient light bulbs

8. WALK, CYCLE or take public transport whenever you can 

    CUT DOWN ON AIR TRAVEL           

9. Say no to plastic carrier bags

10. DON’T WASTE PAPER     

11. PLANT TREES and LOOK AFTER THEM

12. Look for the FSC logo when buying wooden products 

Global Artefacts activity – Inspiration using artefacts and examples from African countries, India and UK about how to live more sustainably.

· Seat children in a circle

· Give each child an artefact - we used a collection of recycled items and items made from natural materials, some from this country and some from abroad

· Put on some global music as a background to the activity

· Ask children to look at what they are holding and consider three questions:

1) What is it? 2) What is it made of? 3)What’s it got to do with looking after the earth?

· At a given signal (eg. rhythm played on a drum) pass the artefact on to your neighbour and look at the next one

When everyone has handled each item, invite children to give the answers for whatever they are holding.

Suggested Follow-up for this section: 

Sustainable Development: Environment DVD (Channel4) 

Planet.com DVD: all programmes are  relevant : 

1:Water(availability/pollution); 2. Biodiversity; 3. Natural Resources and Recycling; 4. Energy; 5. Food and Farming (Food miles, Intensive/Organic farming); 6. Cars; 7. Rich World/Poor World

“Where’s the Impact” – excellent resource downloadable from Centre for Alternative Technology website- www.cat.org.uk looking at the components of a Kinder Egg, how and where each is sourced and its cost in terms of environmental global impact.

Making solar/water/wind powered models – see solar powered boat kits available on loan from PEDEC.

3. Global Fairness/Fair Trade

MDG 1 : Reduce Poverty

MDG 2 : Educate Every Child

Introduce Fair Trade as an example of links between the lives of people here and worldwide - see www.fairtradeschools.org.uk for activity ideas.

Give background of children living and working in Calcutta and play 

The Paper Bag Game  - downloadable from www.learn.christianaid.org.uk  

(also in Welsh)

Suggested Follow-up for this section :

Sustainable Development: Environment DVD (Channel4) 

Planet.com: 1. Water ; 5. Food and Farming (cash crops); 7. Rich world/Poor World (Fair trade, Child Labour)

Fair Trade in a Box :collection of small fairly traded craft items from around the globe, each with associated info and background on how the producers have benefited from being part of a fair trade scheme.

Available on loan from PEDEC, comes together with a laminated world map and ideas for activities.

Fair Trade rapping :make up your own! Try “For a Few Pesos More” - animated DVD with rapping for inspiration. (PEDEC library)

4. Celebrating Diversity

We had a selection of games, songs and dances from around the world with

the emphasis on cooperation, social values, making our own entertainment, pointing out that many other cultures do this much better than we do.

A few sources for these are:

The Singing Sack (publ. A & C Black) – 28 song-stories from around the world  Book with CD   ISBN: 01736 5805 3

Talking Drum  (publ. Christian Aid ) – Stories from India, Nigeria, China and Peru with  songs, games and activities for 4-9 year-olds Book with tape   

Let Your Voice Be Heard (American - available from

www. knockonwood.co.uk) – songs and games with clapping/percussion rhythms from Ghana and Zimbabwe. Book with teaching CD, some suitable for KS1 and 2, especially Sansa Kroma and Kye Kye Kule 

Dame La Mano : song from Chile with guitar chords-

Songs,Games and Stories from Around the World(UNICEF – ISBN 1 871440 06 8 – Book and tape)

Ciranda : circle song and dance from Brazil The Usborne round the World Songbook (ISBN 0-7460-1758-8 )

Vientos del Sur : Listening from the Andes with slow 6 beat rhythm ideal for passing round a big drum ! Percussion Around the World 

(Saydisc - CD and notes – available  from www.folkineducation.co.uk)

Dham dham dham : Hindu echo song to Lord Shiva with simple drone and percussion accompaniment    Banana Splits (A & C Black)      

Kaigal : song about hands with mudras (hand gestures) to join in.                   Tinderbox( A & C Black)

The session ended, as it began, with a circle game with the giant globe – catch the globe and say something you have learnt about being a global citizen.

A return visit was made to look at the completed global passports and children’s own versions of Global Education in a Box.

We had excellent feedback from the project, which is available on request.

Jenny Ogden

21.05.08
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